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The City’s 2016 
Comprehensive 
Plan provides 
an updated 
vision for the 
community.
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The City is now prepared 
to update and modernize 
its zoning code in a 
manner that will support 
the community’s vision 
for its future, spur 
development and 
redevelopment 
throughout Austin, and 
achieve good 
governance goals.
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Why is it important to update the zoning ordinance?

• Critical tool to implement the Comprehensive Plan

• Provides framework for orderly development

• Regulates the development of individual parcels, and the land 

and buildings within the community

• Reduces impacts of certain land uses

• Changes in state law or new regional policies

• Changes in community preferences and aesthetics

• Advancements in the marketplace and technology



Project 
Goals
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Our Team 6
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Guiding Principles
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• Makes information easy to find

• Is easy to administer and amend

• Uses plain, well-defined language that reduces the potential for 

erroneous or controversial interpretations

• Uses graphics, tables, maps and illustrations wherever possible

• Uses a consistent number system or other system of 

organization

• Incorporates the community’s vision

• Is realistic and reflective of today’s world

A well-organized, 

easy-to-understand 

Zoning Ordinance
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Assets & Issues



Building 
Permits

Site Plan

Conditional Use 
Permits

Plat

Variance

Zoning & Subdivision

Comprehensive Plan
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Turning Plans 
into Policy
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Comp Plan Land Use Priorities

1. Make full and efficient use of urban 

services

2. Encourage “human-scaled” design

3. Mix Land Uses

4. Create Housing Opportunities and 

choices

5. Encourage distinctive 

neighborhoods with a sense of 

place

6. Preserve open space and vital 

environmental areas

7. Create transportation options

8. Achieve community and 

stakeholder collaboration in 

development decisions

9. Creating appropriate transitions 

between the downtown and 

adjacent neighborhoods
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2016 

Comp Plan

Land Use 

Guidance
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Other Plans 
and Studies
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Macrotrends
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Housing Transportation

Parks
Economic 
Development

Utilities
Social 
Connections

Equity Health



Tools & Strategies

• Use of visual aids and graphics

• Enhance page layout, use of white 

space

• Reorganize code to improve navigation

• Visually appealing and comprehensible 

zoning map

• Plain language

• Consistent definitions

• Updated process and workflows

• Condense text into tables

• Pair narrative with images and photos

• Modernized for today’s world

• Match zoning districts to on-the-ground 

realities and community-adopted vision

• Supportive materials
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Components of the Zoning Code

• Purpose

• Definitions

• Zoning Districts

• Dimensional Requirements 

• Operational Requirements

• Approval Process
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Zoning Districts 4 – Residential Districts

3 – Business Districts

3 – Industrial Districts

2 – Other Districts 17



Dimensional 
Requirements

• Lot size, width, and depth

• Setbacks

• Building coverage

• Maximize building size and height

• Landscaping requirements

• Parking standards

• Lighting standards

• Design guidelines
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Approval Process

• Zoning approvals

• Workflows

• Supporting documents
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Trends in 
Zoning
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Group Discussion

1. What about the current Zoning Ordinance works well?

2. What about the current Zoning Ordinance has been a barrier to 

achieving community goals and priorities?

3. What about the current Zoning Ordinance has been a barrier to 

development, redevelopment, and improvement/expansion?

4. What about the current zoning approval process doesn’t work well?

5. What ideas do you have to improve the Zoning Ordinance?
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THANK YOU
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